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Br onz ©Lincoln  on  the  canxpus  at  Wooster  College,  in  Ohio,  is  not  life 

\ 

size  hut  is  full  length  statue  showing  the  President  holding  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  in  his  hand. 


Sta.tue  at  Wilkinshurg,  Pa.  not  good  "bronge,  mast  "be  cast  in  one  piece. 
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Picture   of  the  statue 
of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
on  the   campus   of  the 
College   of  Wooster, 
Woo ster, Ohio • 


<^r 


June  28.  1929 


Hr.  C.  K.  Taylor 

The  College  of  Wooster 

Wooster,  Ohio 

Hy  desr  Mr*  Taylors 


' 


I  thank  you  very  snch  for  your  information 
relative  to  the  bronse  statue  of  Lincoln  situated 
upon  your  canrpus.       I  sr  wondering  If  I  night  bother 
yon  with  one  or  two  sore  questions  about  thla  statue* 

, Could  you  giro  me  the  artist's  name,   the 
donor *s  name,   the  date  of  its  erection*     This  would 
help  in  preparing  a  brief  paragraph  about  it,  which  I 
should  like  to  use  in  a  forthcoming  publication. 

It  sight  also  be  well  to  include  the  exact 
height  of  the  bronse  work,  if  that  would  not  cause 
you  too  much  inconvenience* 


Respectfully  yours. 


Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


L£  s£B 


The  College  ofWoostee 

Woostir,  Ohio 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


¥ 


July  19,   1929 

Mr*  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Director,  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

The  Lincoln  Nat*l  Life  Insurance  Company, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana* 

My  dear  Mr*  Warren: 

In  farther  response  to  your  inquiry  I  may  say  that  the  Lincoln 
statue  on  our  campus  was  cast  hy  the  William  H*  Mullins  Company,  of 
Salem,  Ohio,  and  was  the  gift  of  Mr*  James  Mullins,  at  that  time  a 
resident  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  in  June,  1915*  w,; 

The  Mullins  Company  advise  that  Felzer  designed  the  statue,  and 
that  the  face  was  made  from  the  face  mask  which  that  company  purchased 
in  New  York*   This  face  mask  carried  the  natural  lines  of  Mr*  Lin- 
coln's face*   If  you  desire  further  Information  regarding  this  phase 
of  the  statue,  it  might  he  secured  "by  addressing  Mr*  James  Andrews 
in  care  of  the  Mullins  Manufacturing  Corporation,  of  Salem,  Ohio* 

There  is  a  rectangular,  tapering  marhle  pedestal  26-1 /8W  x  26-1/8" 
z  31-1/2**  with  a  two-inch  slope;  on  this  rests  a  hollow  brass  rectangle 
20*  x  20"  x  5",  and  then  the  figure  of  Lincola,6v4"  high,rises  ahore 
it*   In  his  hand  is  a  scroll  on  which  the  words,  "Proclamation  of 
Emancipation,**'  appear,  and  a  bronze  tablet  against  the  face  of  the 
pedestal  reads,  "Lincoln  -  With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for 
all,  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  Cod  gives  us  to  see  the  right*1* 


Cordially  yours, 


CFW-T  Ass't  to  the/President 


■-CA-A 


U>V  1 
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July  22,   1929 


Mr.  C.  5.  Taylor 

The  College  of  Wooster 

Wooster,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr*  Taylors 

Please  acoept  my  thanks  for  the  inform -t  ion 
yon  have  forwarded  relative  to  the  Lincoln  statue  on 
your  college  oaapus* 

1  should  be  very  glad  to  nee  a  description 
of  this  statue  in  a  forth  eon  lag  booklet. 

Tory  respectfully  yours. 


Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  foundation 
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W.  C.  ye 
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The  College  of  Wooster 

Wooster,  Ohio 


OFFICE   OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


March  5,    193  2. 


Miss   3-thel  Rermeford,    Asst.   director, 
Lincoln  Historical    Research  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,    Indiana. 

My  dear  Miss  Henneford: 

In  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  letter  of  March  4,  perhaps   I  can 
answer  most   of  your  Questions  "by  repeating  our  letter  of  July  19,    1929, 
sent  to  Mr.    Warren,    out  which  does  not   seem  to   have    reached  you. 

'rIn  further  response  to  your  inquiry   1  may  say   that  the 
Lincoln  statue  on  our  campus  was  cast  by  the   William  II .  Mull  ins 
Company,    of  Salem,    Ohio,    and    was  the   gift   of  My.    James  Mull  ins, 
at   that   time  a  resident    of  Wooster,    Ohio,    in  June,    1915. 

"The  Mullins   Company  advise  that   Pelzer  designed  the 
statue,    ~nd    that  the   face    was  made    from  the  face  mask  which 
that   company  purchased   in  New   Xork.      This   face  mask  carried   the 
natural   lines    of  Mr.    Lincoln,s   face.      If  you  desire  further  in- 
formation regarding  this    phase  of  the   statue,    it   mig&t  "be  se- 
cured "by  addressing  Mr.    James   -andrews    in  care    of  the   Mullins 
Manufacturing   Corporation,    of   Salem,    ^hio. 

"There   is   a  rectangular,    tapering'  marble   pedestal    26—1/8"  x 
26-1/8"  x  31-1/2"  with   a  two-inch  slope;    on  this  rests   a  hollow 
brass    rectangle   20"  x  20"  x  5'',  and   then  the   figure  of   Lincoln, 
6*4"  high,   rises   above   it.      in  his    hand   is    a  scroll   on  which  the 
words,    'Proclamation  of   Emancipation,*    appear,    and    a  bronze   tablet 
against   the  face  of  the  pedestcj.  reads,    'Lincoln  -   With  malice 
toward  none,   with  charity    Tor   all,   with  firmness   in  the   right,   as 
Cod  gives  us   to  see   the  right.*" 

I  am  not  able  to  give  you  the   exact  cost  of  the   statue,    but   if 
I  an  able   to  secure  this    information  from  any  source    1  shall  be  glad   to 
send   it   on.     My  opinion  would  be  that    it   did   not  cost  more  than   $500. 

I  might  suggest   that   Mr.  James   Andrews,    Salem,    Ohio,  could  give  you 
additional  details. 


QY.  1? :  rw 


Cordially  yours, 

Assistant  to  the  President. 


The  College  ofWooster 

WooaiEB,  Ohio 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


June  25,  1929 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Dir. ,  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

c/o  'The  Lincoln  Nat'l  Life  Ins.  Co., 

Ft .  Payne ,  I nd  iana . 

My  dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Your  letter  of  June  21  to  the  Librarian  of  the  booster 
Public  Library  has  been  referred  to  me  for  reply. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  find  out,  the  only  statue 
of  Lincoln  in  booster  is  the  bronze  one  on  our  College  campus, 
-his  is  a  full-length,  but  not  life-sized  st&.tue  of  Lincoln 
holding  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  in  his  hand. 


Cordially, 


CKT-T 


Ass't  to 


dent 


^ 
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MULLINS  MANUFACTURING  CORPORATION,  SALEM,  OHIO 

January  3,  1937 


Mr.  Thomas  I.  Starr,  Editor 
The  Michigan  Bell 
1365  Cass  Avenue 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  Dec.  14th  enclosing  photograph  of  the  Lin- 
coln statue  was  turned  over  to  the  writer  a  short  time  ago  for  atten- 
tion. 

We  have  endeavored  to  gather  together  some  data  that  may 
"be  of  interest  to  you  and  the  Boy   Scouts.  We  are  glad  indeed  to 
learn  from  you  that  this  particular  statue  of  Lincoln,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Packard  Motor  Car  Company  by  Mr.  IV.  H.  Mull  ins,  is  now 
mounted  on  the  Boy  Scout  Reservation  at  Camp  Brady,  where  it  wi.ll 
become  a  permanent  reminder  to  the  Boy  Scouts  of  one  who  stood  for 
liberty  and  justice,  so  forcefully. 

We  would  answer  your  various  questions  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  as  follows: 

This  statue  of  Lincoln  was  modeled,  as  you  have  already 
apparently  learned,  by  one  Alfonso  Pelzer,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
one  of  two  bachelor  brothers  who  immigrated  to  United  States  about 
50  years  ago.   The  Pelzer  Bros,  located  at  Salem,  Ohio  and  both  be- 
ing experienced  and  talented  sculptors  engaged  in  the  business  of 
modeling  and  manufacturing  church  alters  and  church  furniture.  After 
having  been  in  business  for  themselves  for  several  years,  Alfonso 
Pelzer,  was  engaged  by  W.  H.  Mull ins,  then  operating  a  stamping, 
sheet  metal  and  statuary  business  under  that  name,  as  a  modeler  and 
designer.   It  was  during  that  period  that  Mr.  Pelzer  modeled  the 
statue  of  Lincoln  referred  to.   This  model  was  made  from  a  photo- 
graph with  the  use  of  accurate  measurements  of  Abraham  Lincoln.   The 
process  of  modeling  and  stamping  is  approximately  as  follows: 

The  model  was  made  in  wax  over  a  wooden  frame  and  after 
being  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Pelzer  and  Mr.  Mull ins, 
plaster  paris  dies  were  then  taken  in  sections  from  the  wax  model. 
These  sections  of  plaster  casts  were  then  placed  in  sand  in  the 
modeling  room  and  zinc  dies  were  then  cast  from  these  plaster  paris 
impressions.   From  these  zinc  male  dies,  female  dies  were  made.   Thus 
v/ere  produced  a  pair  of  zinc  dies  for  each  part  of  the  statue  and 
from  these  zinc  dies  the  parts  of  the  statue  were  stamped  in  copper 
bronze  in  sections  and  afterwards  joined  together  by  riveting  and 
soldering  and  the  joints  or  seams  plated.   The  result  was  a  copper 
bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  which  was  much  lighter  than  a  cast  bronze 
statue. 


- 
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As  far  as  we  are  able  to  ascertain  from  our  records,  the 
following  statues  of  Lincoln  were  made  by  Mr.  Mullins: 

The  first  statue  of  Lincoln  was  made  for  the  Municipal  Bldg. 
of  Lincoln,  N.  J.  in  1898. 

One  for  Wooster,  Ohio,  in  1915. 

One  for  Boise,  Idaho,  in  1915. 

One  was  presented  by  Mr.  Mullins  to  the  Lincoln  Motor  Com- 
pany in  1915. 

One  was  presented  by  Mr.  Mullins  to  the  Packard  Motor  Car 
Co.  in  1915. 

The  last  statue  manufactured  was  on  an  order  from  the  city 
of  Fremont,  Nebraska  in  1921. 

In  further  reference  to  Alfonso  Pelzer,  would  advise  that 
he  left  the  employ  of  Mr.  Mullins  approximately  3^  years  ago  and 
returned  to  Germany  on  account  of  ill  health  and  we  understand  he 
passed  away  there  a  year  or  two  later. 

Other  outstanding  statues  manufactured  by  Mr.  Mullins,  ,  <3ur- 
approximately  the  same  period  were: 

"Diana",  which  was  the  large  statue  that  graced  the  tower 
of  the  old  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York  City. 

"Diana",  which  still  occupies  the  tower  on  the  Montgomery- 
Ward  building,  Chicago. 

Also  the  large  group  of  figures  consisting  of  two  chariots, 
with  three  horses  each,  and  four  large  copper  figures  of  liberty, 
justice,  commerce  and  industry,  which  are  mounted  on  top  of  the  County 
Bldg.  in  Detroit  and  which  you  have  probably  observed. 

The  copper  dome  on  the  top  of  the  Congressional  Library, 
Washington,  D.C.  was  also  produced  during  that  period.   This  copper 
dome  was  solid  and  installed  by  Mullins  and  was  completed  covered 
with  genuine  gold  leaf. 

Also  at  the  time  Mr.  Pelzer  was  associated  with  Mr.  Mullins 
as  sculptor  and  modeler,  the  largest  statue  ever  attempted  in  the 
United  States  was  modeled  and  constructed.   This  was  the  statue  of 
"Hermann"  which  was  executed  for  the  city  of  New  Ulm,  Minnesota.   This 
statue  was  52  ft.  in  height. 

Mr.  Mullins  discontinued  the  manufacture  of  statuary  about 
1922,  as  the  growth  of  his  business  in  the  manufacture  of  automobile 
stampings  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  the  manufacturing  facilities 
of  what  had  then  become  "The  Mullins  Mfg.  Corp.,"  required  all  of  the 
facilities  for  this  type  of  product. 


-  3  - 


We  trust  that  the  information  we  have  given  you  will  prove 
of  interest  to  you  and  the  Boy  Scouts,  and  wishing  you  a  Happy  and 
Prosperous  New  Year,  we  are 

Yours  very  truly, 

MULLINS  MANUFACTURING  CORPORATION 

(sgnd. )    J.  C.  McKee 

Sales  Department 

JCMcKee 

LPZ 


MAN  WHO  MODELED  WOOSTER 
LINCOLN  STATUE  REPORTS 

Editor  Daily  Record: 

In  a  recent  article  in  a  Wooster  paper  about  Mr.  F.  L.  Dullards 
"history"  of  the  College  campus  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Wooster,  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  correct. some  errors  in  his  statements. 

After  some  publicity  I  got  through  the  Wooster  paper  back  in  1895  (which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  lincoln),  Mr.  W.  H.  Mull ins,  who  owned  the  Art  Metal  works 
in  Salem,  0.,  induced  me  to  take  a  job  in  his  modeling  room  as  a  potential  "artist." 
In  1896  I  left  Wooster  and  started  work  in  Salem.  Mr.  Alfonse  Pelzer  was  the  sculptor 
then.   In  1897  he  modeled  an  over  life-size  statue  of  Lincoln  from  p  otos  and  other 
pictures.  That  figure  went  to  N.  J.   I  have  no  record  of  any  duplicates  that  were 
made  from  that  mo  lei.  Mn.  Bullards  geneaaogy  of  the  Pelzer  brothers  is  correct  up 
to  so  far,  but  from  there  I  take  over. 

In  1899  Alfonse  Pelzer  gave  up  his  job  on  account  of  poor  health  and  left 
Salem  shortly  after  that  to  return  to  Germany,  where  he  died  in  less  than  two  years. 
The  day  he  quit  work  I  was  "promoted"  by  Mr.  Mullina,  with  Pelzer' s  approval,  from 
omnament  modelor  to  sculptor,  by  ordering  me  to  make  a  13  foot  Statue  of  Liberty, 
which  stands  on  the  public  square  in  Allentow ,  Pa. 

Inl915  I  got— QXders  to._make_ a_lif  e>size_modgl  of  Abraham_Lir.coln.  I 
copied  the  face  from  a  plaster  mask  that  was  sent  from  Washington  D.C.  There  was 
no  beard,  the  eyes  blank  spots.  These  "missing  parts"  I  copied  from  an  oil  painting. 

.  The  Wooster  Lincoln,  the  two  in  Detroit  and  the  others  strung  out  in 
different  states  along  the  Lincoln  Highway  were  alJl_jiiade._frj:rLJtha^mo,dal  and  constitute 
the  "Lincoln  family"  as  Mr.  Bullard  calls  it.  At  the  dedication  of  the  Wooster  statue, 
Mr.  James  Mullins,  in  his  presentation  speech,  told  the  audience  my  name,  "a  celebrated 
artist,  a  former  Wooster  many  being  the  one  that  made  the  model. 

.1  did  all  the  statue  work  for  24-  years  and  have  a  stack  of  photos  jggs±±zs 
of  soue  of  my  owr :,  which  want,  besides  to  the  states  of  the  union,  to  Mexico, 
Guatemala,  Brazil,  Haiti,  Cuba  and  Japan.  My  first  portrait  statues  is  of  Jo 'n  A. 
Bingham,  a  nine -foot  bronze  figure  in  Cadiz,  0.   The  tallest  figure  I  modeled  is  a 
16 -foot  Victory  on  a  memorial  arch  in  Monterey,  Mexico,  in  memory  of  the  separation 
of  that  country  from  Spain.  The  Guatemalans  kept  me  busy  for  a  total  of  over  a  year 
on  three  different  jobs,  including  a  heroic  size  equestrian  statue  of  ex -President 
Barrios,  Jr. 

■  The  original  plan  was  for  Mr.  Mullins  to  send  me  to  so  ^e  art  school  for  an 
indefinite  time.  But  I  never  got  that  far  as  ordsrs  for  statues  cane  in  so  frequently 
that  I  wo:ld  not  have  been  able  to  be  absent  for  -ven  a  short  time  without  delaying  the 
work.  '*  ■"- 

But  I  took  to  that  new  work  as  a  "duck  takes  to  water."  W.  H.  Mullins  and 
R.  J.  Thompon  were  the  ones  who  used  to  go  after  those  statue  jobs.  But  they  retired 
on  account  of  old  age  and  the  new  management  didn't  know  anything  about  that  branch  of 
work  and  it  was  given  up. 

.  I  think  this  should  clea-  up  tin  mystery  of  the  origin  of  the  "Lincoln 
statue  on  the  College  campus"  in  Wooster.  .  -, 

John  G.  Segesman 
Canton,  Ohio 
Note  —  The  writer  is  retired,  but  still  very  much  alive  at  83. 


Thomas  J. Putnam, Sr. 
26911  Osborn  Rd . 
Bay  Village,  Ohio  44140-2347 


June  22,1993 


Ms.  Ruth  E.  Cook 
Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
1300  South  Clinton  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801 


Dear  Ms .  Cook 


In  early  June,  we  spoke  regarding  a  Lincoln  statue  at  the  ARMCO 
Steel  Company  in  Middletown,  Ohio.  Enclosed  are  several  color  photos 
taken  and  a  short  article  about  it. 

The  statue  is  over  six  feet  tall  and  made  of  sheet  steel  from 
the  ARMCO  mill  which  means  it  is  hollow !  My  guess  is  that  it  weighs 
between  150  and  200  pounds. 

The  article  was  found  at  the  Middletown  Public  Library.  It 
appears  from  ARMCO  employee  publications  circa  1910  and  1920  on  file 
there,  that  Lincoln  was  widely  admired  and  frequently  quoted  in  the 
periodical . 

I  hope  this  "discovery"  aids  your  mission  as  caretaker  of 
President  Lincoln's  legacy. 


Since 


Thomas  J . Putnam ,  Sr 
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MTEDLETOWN  BICENTENNIAL 
QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 


Compiled  "by 


George  H.  Elliott 

and 

Patricia  Elliott  Brewer 

1991 


4 

Where  did  Armco  get  the  statue  of  Lincoln  which  stands 
in  front  of  the  Armco  East  Works? 

Armco ' s  statue  of  Lincoln  was  a  gift  from  the  Mullins 
Co.,  of  Salem,  Ohio. 

C.  C.  Gibson,  president  of  the  Mullins  Co.,  an  Armco 
customer  and  manufacturer  of  sheet  metal  statues,  offered 
the  statue  to  Armco;  William  Str.ingham,  East  Works 
superintendent,  accepted  on  behalf  of  Armco.   The  statue  is 
mounted  on  a  concrete  base  and  stands  on  the  plaza  in  front 
of  the  Main  Office,  East  Works. 

-  Armco-Operator ,  Jan.  23,  1931. 
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August  31,  1993 


Thomas  J.  Putnam,  Sr. 

26911  Osborn  Rd. 

Bay  Village,  OH  44140-2347 

Dear  Mr.  Putnam: 

At  this  late  date  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  fine  photographs 
you  sent  me  of  the  Lincoln  statue  at  the  ARMCO  Steel  Company  in 
Middletown,  Ohio.   Due  to  a  pressing  schedule  I  was  not  able  to 
research  full  time  on  this.   I  would  try  searching  a  little  at  a 
time  for  information  but  we  have  two  full  drawers  devoted  to 
Lincoln  sculpture.   Today  a  little  81  year  old  gentleman  came  to 
my  office.   He  is  and  has  been  very  active  in  the  Boy  Scouts. 
Detroit  holds  an  annual  Lincoln  pilgrimage  to  their  Lincoln  statue. 
This  man  had  a  carload  of  information  on  heroic  Lincoln  statues 
that  he  has  visited  all  over  the  world.   One  look  at  your  photos 
and  he  named  the  sculptor,  Alfonse  Pelzer.   Our  files  yielded  several 
folders  on  Pelzer.   In  fact,  our  1959  Boy  Scout  award  was  a  picture 
of  the  Pelzer  statue  in  Brighton,  Michigan.   I  am  enclosing  one  for 
you. 

I  am  also  enclosing  a  couple  of  items  I  photocopied  for  you. 
I  think  you  will  find  them  interesting  like  I  did.  I  am  so  grateful 
to  my  visitor  today  for  showing  up  at  my  door.   He  certainly  cleared 
up  the  situation.   Although,  as  you  will  read,  Alfonse  Pelzer  did 
not  do  all  the  statues  attributed  to  him,  from  the  piece  by  John  G. 
Segesman  dated  March  25,  1948. 


Sincerely, 


Ruth  E.  Cook 
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150  2  Ul.  Barker 
Peoria  IL  61606 

(309)  674-1374 


April  8,  1??\ 


Jim  Eber 

The  Lincoln  Museum 

P.  0.  Box  7838 

For  t  Wayne  ,  I n d  i  an  a   4680 1 -7833 

Dear  Mr .  Eber , 

Thank  you  for  your  March  2?  letter  and  enclosures.  The 
material  you  sent  is  helpful  to  me  in  my  research  about 
Pelzer  and  statues  of  Lincoln  produced  by  Ul.  H.  Mull  ins. 

I  appreciate  you  taking  time  to  respond  to  my  request  while 
your  museum  is  closed  for  research. 


Sincerely, 


) 

Karen  De 11 er 


dk£&>^ 


Ms  Anne  Shaffer 
158  So  Egypt  RD 
Salem  OH  44460 


Qs'arl  J  ray-He,  Q/jir/id/ia 

200  East  Berry  P.O.  Box  7838 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46802-7838 

(219)  455-3864  Fax:  (219)  455-6922 

e-mail:  tlm%lnc@mcimail.com 


Research  #365 


June  4,  1996 


Dear  Ms  Shaffer 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  May  29th  inquiry  regarding  the  statue  made  by  the 
W  H  Mullins  Co. 


We  are  enclosing  some  copies  which  should  fill  out  some  of  the  gaps  for  you. . . 
some  copies  of  correspondence  from  the  company  itself,  as  well  as  copies  of 
newspaper  articles,  etc. 

We  have  had  correspondence  with  a  Karen  Deller  in  Peoria,  IL  and  we've  spoken 
with  her  today,  obtaining  authorization  to  give  her  name  to  you  in  the  event 
you  wish  to  renew  your  acquaintance  with  regard  to  her  further  research. . .she 
is  still  seeking  the  proof  of  the  death  of  Pelzer...the  date  and  place,  that  is, 
So  this  is  enclosed. 

She  also  mentioned  you  might  want  to  try  to  locate  a  Marion  Cox  who  is  there 
in  Salem  and  also  interested  in  the  same  subject. 

After  going  through  this  file,  please  feel  free  to  call  on  us  on  any  specific 
details  and  we'll  be  glad  to  search  for  you  here. 

Yours  very  truly, 

THE  LINCOLN  MUSEUM 


Tames  E.  Eber 
/Research  Assistant 


Enclosures 

The  cost  is  $8.50. 
Please  remit  by  check. 


CC  to 

Ms.  Karen  Deller 
1502  W  Barker 
Peoria  IL  61606 
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